
 

 
  

 

Topic: The internet as a human right 
Debate: Is access to the internet a fundamental human right? 
 

Project outline 
Read the Magna Carta: My Digital Rights Project Guide for Teachers to find out more 
about how to use this document.  
 

Step 1: Setting the scene 
Begin by asking the group to watch the video clip. 
This film has been developed in partnership with WebWeWant.org.  
 
Imagine not being able to log on and find the information that you need. Every day we 
use our phones and computers to find answers to questions, to socially interact with 
our friends, to do our homework, pay our bills and to stay in touch.  
 
It is hard to imagine not being able to use the internet, but there are 2.3 billion people 
in the world who do not have access (that's a third of the global population). It has 
been suggested that everyone should pay an extra £1 per quarter to their Internet 
Service Provider to give everyone in the world access to the Web. 
 

Step 2: The big debate 
Is access to the internet a fundamental human right? 
 

Step 3: Make it memorable  
This is the moment for you to make the process and outcome of your debate 
memorable. Here are some suggestions of activities to consolidate and extend the 
learning gained by the students during their debate: 

 Students write their own individual clause for a collaborative whole-class Magna 
Carta for the digital age. The clause should best reflect their argument, and can 
be an opportunity to practise skills in summarising and synthesising ideas. Have 
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http://www.bl.uk/teaching-resources/mcdr-a-guide-for-teachers
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a look at the British Library’s own Magna Carta for the digital age to read the 
many different clauses submitted by young people around the world. 

 Create a campaign poster that reflects their arguments and opinions on digital 
rights. This can be done as individual or small group work.  

 Develop a school Magna Carta for teachers to sign. 

 Use the knowledge gained to campaign for change in school or in their 
community. Activities could include writing to a local MP, approaching the local 
media or producing an article for a school newspaper. 

 Use the insight and understanding gained to become involved in campaigns 
across the UK and internationally, with organisations such as Amnesty 
International. 

 

Useful Resources 
 

Films and articles 
Our website features a selection of resources which may help you and your students 
prepare for your debate. This includes: 

 A short film introducing the issues around access to the web. 

 An article looking at the world of online activism.  
 

Prompt questions 
You may want to help direct your students' research and argument development with 
the following questions: 

 How difficult would you find it if you had no internet access? 

 Does everyone need broadband or are there other technical solutions (use of 
satellite, mobile phone etc.)? 

 Is it possible to provide everyone in the world with access to the Web for free? 
 In 2010 three out of five people saw internet access as a fundamental right: 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/technology/8548190.stm 

 How would we provide access to all? Nicholas Negroponte is the founder of 
“One Laptop Per Child”; here’s an article about his work: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-26357363 

 Would you be prepared to make a payment so that someone in another country 
could have internet access? 

 

External links 

Below are some useful articles and websites on the topic: 

 http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/technology/8548190.stm 

 http://www.internetworldstats.com/stats.htm 

 http://ahumanright.org/ 

http://www.bl.uk/my-digital-rights/vote-now
http://www.amnesty.org.uk/issues
http://www.amnesty.org.uk/issues
http://www.bl.uk/my-digital-rights
http://www.bl.uk/my-digital-rights/videos/access
http://www.bl.uk/my-digital-rights/articles/the-impact-of-surveillance-on-the-individual
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/technology/8548190.stm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-26357363
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/technology/8548190.stm
http://www.internetworldstats.com/stats.htm
http://ahumanright.org/


 

 http://news.bbc.co.uk/cbbcnews/hi/find_out/guides/2003/life_for_african_kids
/newsid_2678000/2678261.stm 

 http://foreignpolicy.com/2015/02/02/unrestricted-internet-access-human-
rights-technology-constitution/ 

 
 
This video from the British Council explores the digital divide in India: 

 https://schoolsonline.britishcouncil.org/classroom-resources/schools-world-
service/resources/digital-divide  

 
The law 

 In June 2009, the Constitutional Council, France's highest court, declared access 
to the internet to be a basic human right: 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Right_to_Internet_access 

 In Europe the use of the internet as a human right is currently under discussion. 
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